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The Desford Colliery Band is considered one of
the finest exponents of the brass medium. Its
wide range of styles and flexibility of
performance has bought it world-wide fame.
This British Band comprises of twenty-five
brass musicians with percussion and performs
a repertoire spanning Baroque to Jazz, its
soloists some of the finest you will hear.

Founded in 1898 the band has a colourful and
interesting history. In 1912 the band engaged

its first professional mu5|cal d|rector Mr Albert Lawson who made the twice- weekly trip to their
rehearsal base in Leicester by horse and trap. The band steadily flourished until the outbreak of the
First World War in 1914 when the musicians were sent to the trenches. They regrouped at the end
of the war to win a host of gold medals and become the most successful band in the Midlands. The
Second World War again called a halt to their activities. When the band reformed they were faced
with an urgent need to replace dilapidated instruments and in 1956 the band was assisted by the
Coal Industry Social Welfare Organisation. Because of this and the fact that at the time the majority
of musicians were miners, the band was renamed the Desford Colliery Band. Progress continued
under various conductors and to date the band has enjoyed legendary success winning no less that
thirty-five championship titles.

Desford has achieved great popularity and
success as an ambassador for British Culture
and heritage abroad. Accolades have been
received from Moscow, Chicago, Singapore,
Bangkok, and many European Capitals. The
ensemble is in demand at many festivals across
the globe.

The Desford Colliery Band has recorded many

CDs gaining much critical acclaim. More
recently they starred in their very own hit television show ‘The Real Brassed Off’; a fly on the wall
documentary series which portrayed the day to day running of a brass band in modern Britain. The
show was received to great acclaim.The Desford Organisation is committed to a policy that states
that future generations should have access to playing brass band music. To implement this policy,
the Desford Academy was set up to promote brass playing to the younger generation.



